
 

The Long Ending 

Mark 16:9-20 

 

 
1 When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might 

go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And they 

were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 And looking up, they 

saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the 

right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6 And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and 

Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 And they went out and fled 

from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

 

 

Mark 16:9-20 Attempts at Harmonization 

9 [[Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he 

appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast 

out seven demons. 10 She went and told those who had been 

with him, as they mourned and wept. 11 But when they 

heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they 

would not believe it. 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she 

wept she stooped to look into the tomb … 16 Jesus said to 

her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, 

“Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, 

“…go to my brothers…” 18 Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and 

that he had said these things to her. 

(John 20:11-18) 

 
9 and returning from the tomb they told all these things to 

the eleven and to all the rest … 11 but these words seemed to 

them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 

(Luke 23:55—24:11) 

12 After these things he appeared in another form to two of 

them, as they were walking into the country. 13 And they 

went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them. 

13 That very day two of them were going to a village named 

Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem … 15 While 

they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself 

drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept 

from recognizing him … 35 Then they told what had 

happened on the road, and how he was known to them in 

the breaking of the bread. 

(Luke 24:13-35) 



14 Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they 

were reclining at table, and he rebuked them for their 

unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not 

believed those who saw him after he had risen. 

36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself 

stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” 37 But 

they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a 

spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and 

why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my 

feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does 

not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 

(Luke 24:36-39) 

 
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the 

doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the 

Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad 

when they saw the Lord. 

(John 20:19-20) 

15 And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim 

the gospel to the whole creation. 16 Whoever believes and is 

baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will 

be condemned. 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit 

(Matthew 28:19) 

17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: in 

my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new 

tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents with their hands; and 

if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they 

will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

3 When Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and put them 

on the fire, a viper came out because of the heat and 

fastened on his hand … 5 He, however, shook off the 

creature into the fire and suffered no harm. 

(Acts 28:3-6) 

19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was 

taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 
20 And they went out and preached everywhere, while the 

Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by 

accompanying signs.]] 

50 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his 

hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted 

from them and was carried up into heaven. 

(Luke 24:50-53) 

 

 

“The numerous allusions to Matthew, Luke and John—especially to the ends of these writings—demonstrate that the 

author of the LE [Longer Ending] wrote with knowledge of copies of these writings” 

Kelhoffer, Miracle and Mission, 150 


